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UPCOMING EVENTS  (** = Points Event) 

 

MILER EVENTS 

** April 8   MILER MONTHLY MEETING ï 7:30pm at Capital City Bar and Grill next to Gallinaôs 

Pizza in the Capital City Shopping Center  

    April 15    Activities Meeting  ï 7:30pm at Sandbar Tavern on Mechanicsburg blacktop (we 
will be having our activities meetings here through the winter). From Springfield, take I72 east, 
then take the Camp Butler exit (first exit), turn right at the Stop sign, go about a mile, the Sand-

bar will be on your left (just past the second bridge).   

** Apr 19 ï Progressive Garage Ride  ï  Sunday ï 4 stops, 9am start at Jim Snellôs (3349 

Lightfoot Ln.). Directions: from Springfield get on Walnut Street and head north, which turns into 
J. David Jones Parkway at North Grand Av. (Rt. 29), once you see the airport watch for the traf-
fic light at the Shell station and turn right (Hackmore Dr.), take a left at the T intersection 
(Lightfoot Ln.) and turn in the first driveway on the left. We will leave there about 10:30 and be 
at Jim Oliverôs (1713 W. Governor St) by 11am. Then on to Hellar Armbrusterôs at 1pm and then 
finish at Steve Unverzagtôs ñClub Houseò at 3pm til ?. 

   

RACING EVENTS 

 May 23   AMA Grand National TT  ï Springfield at the IL State Fairgrounds 

 May 24   AMA Grand National Mile  ï Springfield at the IL State Fairgrounds. The After The 

Mile Party is still on at Flyods Thirst Parlor, per Steve Uverzagt. 



June 5ï7   AMA Superbike  ï Elkhart Lake, WI at Road America 800-365-RACE and 
www.roadamerica.com for more details.  Better book Oscar's "Wisconsin Aire" ASAP - we al-

ready have our rooms. May as well fill it with Milers. 

July 17ï19   AMA Superbike  ï Lexington, OH at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course, 800 MID-OHIO 

and www.midohio.com for more details 

 

Aug 23    AMA Grand National TT ï Peoria, IL at Peoria Race Park 

 
Aug 28ï30   Indianapolis Grand Prix  ï Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Jim Snell has the same 

location for camping as last year. Make your plans now. www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com 

RALLY EVENTS  
June 11-14  33rd Iowa Rally ï Amana, IA at the Middle Amana Community Park #7. They were 
flooded out last year and this year they are at a different location and on higher ground. Gina 
says that if they do not have a good attendance this year they may not have another rally. Presi-
dent Snell would like the Milers to make a presence and help keep the Iowa Rally alive. Hosted 

by Pure Stodge Touring Association #30. Visit http://purestodge.org/ for more details. 

July 3-5  BMW BASH Jasper, Arkansas. From our VP -- The Milers are invited to attend an 
event hosted by Midwestern BMW Dealers. More info to follow from Gina's BMW website. This 
is a ride I did last year on the 4th with Gina. Some of you have ridden this area in the past. Jas-
per is just south of Branson, Mo. Great roads with very few cars. I mean REALLY GREAT 
roads!! ñThe Hub" an old resort turned motorcycle motel and campsite will be the center. You 
can check it out at Hubinfo.com. Keep this date open for a possible club ride. This is a new 

event and we could possibly meet new riders we've not had the chance to piss off or party with.  

July 16ï19   The MOA Rally  for 2009 will be in Gray, TN. Start making your plans. Jim Snell 

has provided info on a motel not far from the rally. Best Western Colonial Inn, 4234 Fort Henry 
Dr. Kingsport, TN (off of Rt81 on Rt36), 800-780-7234 for reservation and 423-239-3400 for ho-

tel direct. Of course there will be camping at the rally. 

July 23ï26   37th BMW RA International Rally  ï Canaan Valley, WV at the Canaan Valley Re-

sort in the middle of a state park. Visit www.bmwra.org for more details. 

   July 24ï26   AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days  ï Lexington, OH at Mid-Ohio Sports Car 

Course. Tickets available at www.midohio.com and at 800-MID OHIO 

   Sept 11ï13   39th Wisconsin Dells Rally  ï Wisconsin Dells, WI on the grounds of the Chula 

Vista Resort. Camp on the grounds or book a room (800-388-4782). To receive a special room 
rate, tell them you are coming for the rally. Hosted by Wisconsin BMW Motorcycle Club #10. 

Visit www.chulavistaresort.com for more details.  

   Oct 9ï 11   34th Falling Leaf Rally  ï Potosi, MO. Fire jumping to the max. Visit http://

www.gatewayriders.com/index.htm  

 

MILER CLUB RIDES  
2009 riding season ï A few rides that we are planning.  

    April 18   Moonshine Ride ï Moonshine, IL. Bikers from all over the U.S. show up.  Moon-

shine IL Ride--April 18 2009.  
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April 25   Ron Peterson Hosting ï noon till 5 at Bahanôs, 214 North East Street, Jacksonville. 
To make more people aware of the different local motorcycle race events, racers and their mo-
torcycles will be present from many racing styles, drag racing, supermoto, quads, super pit bike 
and others. Milers will gather at the Mel-O-Cream in the Fairhills shopping center at 10am to 

ride to Bahanôs. (flyer and more info to come) 

    May 1ï3   Forth Annual Two State High Speed Crime Spree , Cape Girardeau run and 

Cape BMW breakfast. This is the ride that JB lead and was the replacement for the Trail of 
Tears Rally. Fara has room to pitch your tent or if you donôt have a tent or a room at the motel 
she has couch and floor.  Saturday will be a ride to the Grass Roots BMW in Cape town and 
then on to a winery. Lots of twisty roads, wineries, good food and tons of fun and adventure. 
Reserved a block of rooms for May 1-3, 2009 Two State High Speed Crime Spree: Double Beds 
Remaining - $55.95 per night plus Tax, Single Beds Remaining - $48.95 plus Tax. Milers can 
double and triple up in the Single Beds, so bring you sleeping bag and air mattress. Town-

house Inn, Cape Girardeau  - 573-335-2700  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Two new members were voted in at the March Meeting ï Gina and Julius Dusterhoft of Iowa 

City, IA. They are sponsored by Steve Unverzagt. Gina has been riding since 1979 and Julius 
since 1963. Gina currently rides a ô06 R1200GS and Julius rides a ó08 R1200GSA. As most of 
you Milers know Gina and Julius own Ginaôs BMW Motorcycles, Inc. in Iowa City. They have 
attended to a lot of the Miler events (mile races, club parties and club rides) for several years. 
Several Milers have purchased motorcycles and have had their bike serviced at their shop. Gina 

and Julius, welcome to the Milers. 

New Miler Tôs are in.  There are three Milers who have not received their points award T-shirt, 

Chris Hahn, Ed Jenkins and Reggie Britton. Come to a meeting and get your shirts.These very 
nice shirts that are more like a golf shirt, heavier than the regular T-shirt and with a collar. The 
Miler logo is on the left front. They are being used as the Points awards for 2008. The top 10 
Milers in points will only pay $10, Milers 11 through 20 in points will pay $15 and the rest of the 

Milers will pay $25. The $25 will barely cover the cost of the shirts.  

Miler Club Charity - Kids Café at the Central Illinois Food Bank 

At the January meeting it was decided that we as a club would support a charity. That charity is 
Kids Café at the Central Illinois Food Bank. At the Miler December Meeting/Holiday Party we 
collected toys and money to give to this same group of kids. We will have events during the year 
to raise more money and collect more items for our charity. Everyone is encouraged to come 

forward with any ideas for the charity.  

Ron Havens had some new Miler reflective patches and decals made up. They have been for 

sale for the past couple of meetings and all of the money has gone to the kids.  

At the March meeting a big trunk full of donated items were brought back from Ginaôs BMW by 
Jim Oliver. Several Milers bought items, such as gloves, riding pants, riding jacket and more 

with the money going to the kids.  

BIG THANKS to Ron, Gina, Julius and Jim. Letôs keep it rolling. 
 

 



FOR SALE  

 
1992 V-max Widowmaker . Low miles Rocketship straight to Hell. Blue because it hurts so 

good. This beast has been rehabbed polished, preened and prepped for a winterôs nap. Corbin 
and stock seat. Performance and stock exhaust and factory centerstand all go with the bike. 
Loaded for bear. Fresh Rubber. $5000. Wade 280-0790 wadeebert@sbcglobal.net  

2005 Husqvarna TE250  

   Street legal title,new front brake pads,new fork seal kit,JD high performance jet kit,G2 throt-
tlecam system,moose bars,FMF Q muffler,enduro engineering rear disk gaurd,razor foot 
pegs,skid plate,hydraulic clutch,solid rear disk,CRD radiator braces,new battery stock muffler 
goes with it.Motor has 7.5 hours on it since valves were adjusted by Halls Cycles.Senior 

owned.   $3100.     217-243-3104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Jax Florida March 4 -8, 2009ðChris Hahn  

Prologue 

Ned Siddens, PN (AKA Jack), Chris Sloss, and I planned our annual first big ride of the year for Florida.  
The first trip I took with the group, minus the PN, was for the 2006 Jacksonville trip.  There wasnôt much 
written up about that ride.  My bike a Trophy Triumph 1200, kept vapor locking, crapping out, and gener-
ally causing problems.  Most of that ride was best forgotten.  In 2007 we planned to go and Ned got sick 
and we had to pull the plug on the trip one day before we left.  I stayed home and installed a new counter-
top in the Kitchen :( .  2008 held such promise, and then we got down to Louisville KY.  I will admit the 21 
inches of snow, and rain that we saw on the Weather Channel caused us to pack it up and head home.  
Now that it was spring 2009, and I was preparing and telling people about the trip I took to Florida every 
year, I knew I had to make this one.  If I didnôt make it this year I did not think I could really refer to it as 
the annual trip I took every year.  It would have to be something like, ñDo you remember that trip I took 
back in the spring of 2006?ò   As the trip was coming together Ned had his new Goldwing, PN got his 20th 
anniversary Goldwing prepped and Chris Sloss and I both had our R1200RTôs primed to run.  Ned got his 
V1 installed just days before we left, PN had his new tank bag, and I had my gear mostly sitting ready.  At 
work I was getting jittery from thinking about the trip.  I printed up maps, and arranged meeting places.  
On Monday night I sat down with my two 4 year old boys and showed them the map of the trip.  We found 
a toy hot wheels motorcycle and they traveled the route with hotel stops and all.  Afterwards, they showed 
me some of the trips they wanted to take as they marked a highlighter on the map.  Their route would 
make any LD rider proud.  And finally Tuesday evening came.  My bike was packed and pointed out the 
door.  All I would need to do in the morning was start the bike and head out.  I did sleep, but I woke and 
checked the clock at least twice.  

Wednesday March 4, 2009: Decatur IL to Chattanooga TN  

I left Decatur at 8:20 am.  Set to arrive in Olney and meet up with Ned and PN for a 10:30 am start time.  I 
got there at 10:30 am and Ned waved me inside.  Jack, who later earned the name Permanent Newby 
(PN) for his outstanding riding skills, was relaxed and quiet.  He seemed to know that Ned would not be 
rushed out the door.  I have ridden with Ned enough times to know that you did not rush Ned.  In typical 
Ned fashion we were already enjoying the trip and we had not even gotten up from the kitchen table.  We 
reviewed the maps, talked about the stops, admired Nedôs new phone and smoked few Cigs.  This is a 
great part of the trip.  Nothing has had a chance to go anyway, but the way we planned.  We commented 
that we were entering new territory by riding down to Florida with the weather being in the 50ôs and 60ôs 
and having not a cloud in the sky.   We left Olney at approximately an hour after or proposed start time 
and we all had smiles on our face.  In Grayville, approximately 40 miles down the road we stopped for our 
first topping off of the gas tanks and had lunch before getting on the interstate.  Nedôs new diet includes a 

tea stop every couple hours, and so of course when we set down Ned ordered tea.   He also showed us 

his special traveling companion for the tea, local raw honey in a nice, new, yellow, mustard squeeze bot-
tle.  Since the PN and I were being polite we had tea with Ned, and since Ned really is the generous type 
he offered to let us have some honey.  While I am quite sure I just took a small amount of honey, the PN 
really like his tea sweat.  I saw a slight look of concern on Nedôs face as he looked at the honey level rap-
idly lowering after our first stop. 

We had many great miles of riding on Wednesday, and around 7:30 we got into the Smokey Mountains in 
TN.  Any concern Ned and I had for the PN were quickly allayed ask he kept right up with us all the way 
to Chattanooga.  He was doing at least 4 or 5 times better than I had my first time through.  To make my-
self feel better I told myself that there was rain and wind when I first did it, and that is why he did so well. 
But at the conclusion of the days ride we all agreed that the PN had a brave heart to keep up with us in 
the mountains, in the dark, on his longest ride ever to date. 

In Chattanooga we met up with Nedôs SIL, around 9:30 pm.  He had ridden out of Mussel Shoals AL to 
meet us.  I had 492 miles for the day and Ned and PN had 378, and I think SIL had around 120. 

 



Pics:                             PN at the start                                           Ned at the Start 

   

Thursday: Chattanooga TN to Valdosta GA 

Thursday morning we were all up by 07:30 and ready for a great day of riding.  After tea, breakfast and 
fueling the bikes we headed of for our detour around the Ocoee Lake just east of Cleveland TN.  We de-
cided it would be nice to let Jack see some mildly curvy roads during the daylight since he had done such 
a great job as the Newby getting the coffee and checking the tire pressure on all the bikes.  Besides we 
had plenty of time and I felt that the extra 60 miles would make the days riding more memorable.   I know 
why so many people enjoy riding in TN.  Sure it was just a taste, but I think at least the Chris Sloss and I 
will try to head back to TN this summer.  

After a short break in Newtown we headed out for Atlanta.  We considered eating just West of Atlanta, 
and then decided we would enjoy the break more after we had passed though BEFORE rush hour.  With 
the exception of a minor slowing we passed right through. Around 8:00 pm we stopped at Ashburn for a 
break. Indy Tom called and said he was 20 behind us.  We relaxed at the tables outside the DQ and en-
joyed the evening.  Indy Tom arrived and soon we on the road to stay in Valdosta.   

Upon, arrival we hurriedly located the hotels restaurant and were able to place our orders with at least 2 
minutes to spare before they closed the kitchen. 
 

First stop of the Morning Ocoee Lake  

  

Friday: Valdosta GA to Jacksonville Beach FL 

After a good nights rest everyone was up early and most were ready to go.  This breakfast was more typi-
cal of traveling with Ned.  Ned checks the weather channel last thing in the evening and first thing in the 
morning.  Then he decides what to gear up with. Then if it appears that there MIGHT be a chance that he 
would have to change gear soon he delays the departure time until the temperature is correct.  Then after 
a leisurely breakfast and time to talk we were ready.  Sometime during that process Indy Tom looked at 
Chris Sloss and said, ñIf I were doing this myself I would have already been there.ò  He was right of 


