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UPCOMING EVENTS  (** = Points Event) 
 
MILER EVENTS 
 
** 4/9   MILER MONTHLY MEETING – 7:30pm at The Field House on Sangamon 
Ave.between I55 and Dirksen Parkway. Food to order. Pre-glow at the Stadium around 
6:00pm. 
 
4/12 Moonshine Run  - is coming up quick.  Less than 2 weeks now.  I have at least 2 others 
making the trip from Decatur.  Is anyone else in?  Check out the Long range weather sites 
below:))))  Sunny and warm. Let me know if you plan to ride along.  Leave at 9:45am, Mt. 
Zion IL, Hucks parking lot. Contact me, Chris Hahn for details cmh03@insightbb.com. 
http://moonshine-run.com/Moonshine/ 
       
** 4/13   MILER PROGRESSIVE GARAGE RIDE  – Start out at Snell’s (3349 Lightfoot Lane) 
for breakfast, then to Steve Sgro’s, on to JB’s and end up at Steve Unverzagt’s club house. 
For you new Milers, this is usually one of our first rides of the season. We meet at one of the 
Milers garages for some “fine food“ and “a beverage” and then at each of the other Miler 
garage stops we will have a different selection of food and “beverage”. If you want, you may 
bring your own flavor of “beverage”. 
 



4/16   Activities Meeting  – 7:30pm at Ellis’ You’re Out Inn at 10th and Ash streets.  Owner 
does his best to make sure we always have hot bartender, preferably female. 
 
5/6 Two Wheel Tuesday  – 6:30pm Fieldhouse.  Live music, food, beverage.  Hosted by 
Milers to raise awareness of motorcycling in a good light or as JB says “Motorcycle fun for the 
masses”.  Dealers present, bike contests, give-aways.  More to come.  Second Tuesday of 
each month all summer long. 
 
RACING EVENTS 
 
4/19   St. Louis Supercross  – Edward Jones Dome, gates open at 4pm. This is the same 
weekend as JB’s RCG. 
   
     5/24-25   Springfield TT and Mile  – Saturday and Sunday. Receive a free ticket to the TT 
for helping to set up and take the safety Air Fence. Also receive a free ticket to the Mile but 
you must help take down the Air Fence after the Mile has finished. More to come. 
 
  9/12-14   Red Bull Indianapolis GP – Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  
 Jim Snell is looking into a space to place campers and to pitch tents. Order your tickets at 
http://www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com or call (800) 822-INDY between 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. The best deal is a three-day General Admission Ticket for $75.00, 
which gets you in and out for all three days (practice, qualifications and race day). If you want 
reserve they are $100, $125 and $150 for only the day of the race (the 14th). We maybe able 
to do a club ride on the track.  
 
     9/13   Indianapolis Mile  –  Indiana State Fairgrounds. Saturday, the day before the Moto 
GP. Gates open at 4pm and racing at 7pm. There is also practice on Thursday and a Vintage 
race on Friday. There has always been a problem trying to see the racers go by the front 
straight because they ride so close to the wall. So this year they are going to “tear up the 
track” along the front straight, beside the outside wall, to move the racers to the middle of the 
track. Hopefully we will be able to see them as they go by the Start/Finish line. 
         
RALLY EVENTS 
 
4/18-20 JB's Raid on Cape Girardeau   April 18 - 20th Weekend.�
  
Friday April 18th, Ride to Cape Girardeau, Mo 
Meet at Toronto Road McDonald’s at 9:30 am for a 10:00 am departure.  GAS UP PRIOR TO 
ARRIVAL  and come ready to ride rain or shine (and don’t show up with a flat tire like JB did 
the first year, riding from Pleasant Plains on his rim).  We then will depart for a World Class 
German Restaurant for lunch, Ferry 'cross the Great River, outstanding Missouri 
roads dancing up and down the Mississippi River Valley with bier stop in old German 
town. Dinner at an outstanding Mediterranean Fusion Restaurant followed by dance-your-
ass-off music. 
Saturday, April 19th Raid on Cape 
Miler open house at BMW dealer (lunch - maybe brunch) Ride Great Roads that most Milers 
have not ridden to 3 wineries (one that brews German beer) in the hills west of St 
Gen. Dinner at an outstanding Cajun restaurant with MO dance-your-ass-of-music, midnight 
tour of Mississippi river levy and possible chauffeured ride to Hooson Pumping (ask Bernie 
Armbruster to translate). 



Sunday, April 20th  
Leisurely ride that may turn spirited, back through MO twisties. With a few stops at places 
soon to be known as Miler places.  Or as Steve Degler would say a TSHSCS (Two State High Speed 

Crime Spree – Editor) 
     
4/24-25 GINA’S BMW OPEN HOUSE  – Iowa City, Iowa - Julius and I are rebelling against 
the BMW National Open House on March 8 because we won't have the F800GS and we 
have had the 08 R1200GS and Adventure for a couple of weeks already. So what is the 
point? Gina's BMW Open House will be on April 25 and 26. We will have test rides both days, 
brats on Saturday and we guarantee you a good time. We have camping space available at 
our house or at the shop. Gina and Julius will beer and dine all of the Miler's that can come 
out on Saturday and play in Iowa City. We however will not be responsible for casualties. In 
conjunction with the Iowa BMW Rally this year we are sponsoring Simon and Lisa Thomas 
who are currently riding around the world on a pair of GS's. Their presentation will be 
 Saturday, June 10 at 1 PM at our dealership. – Gina 
 
Mid June – Mods vs. Rockers  – Date TBD. Delilah’s 2771 N. Lincoln Ave, Chicago.  
“Notorious Rivals Hell Bent For Trouble….With a Thirst For Hot Bikes and Fast Women” 
Milers depart Sat am from Springfield, ride up for the fun back on Sunday.  Bike show, 
costume contest, Motorcycle Film Festival, Ride with the Mods and Rockers, Fish and Chips, 
Live PsychoBilly and Brew Ha-Ha after party.   
 
July 17-20 BMW MOA 2008 International Rally  – Gillette, WY.  Coordinates 44 degrees 
16.802N, 105 degrees 26.731 W.  Start planning now for the great cross-country Miler tank 
scorcher.  More details to come. 
 
FOR SALE  
 
2001 MuZ Skorpion 660.  Bought new in 2003.  Less than 2000 miles.  New rear tire.  Great shape – 
kept in heated/AC shop.  $2000.  Bob Walbert 529-3130. 
 
1992 V-max Widowmaker. Low miles Rocketship straight to Hell. Yellow - like the stains in your shorts 
the first time you hit the v-boost in second gear. Get it out of my shed before I buy it. $2500. Wade 
280-0790 wadeebert@sbcglobal.net  
 
1981 BMW R100CS – Corbin, Reynolds backrest, Rack, Luftmeister Exhaust, Hard Bags 64k miles 
$2900.00. Dick High. 971-2511 
     
2005 URAL Gear-up – Green Camo, Locking drive shaft, reverse, Avon Tires, bench seat, deep oil 
sump, seat and tire covers, extra fuel can.  900km, like new, always garaged, never off road (unlike 
his son’s rodeo riding beat-to-shit Ural).  Bernie Armbruster 217-622-3606, 
armbruster@springnet1.com. 
 
DAYTONA WRAP UP   by Jim Struebing 
  
 I wasn’t even at the Daytona Bike Week and never have been so how can I wrap up what the 
week was like?  My information comes from www.motorcycle.com in an article by Jeremiah Knupp.  I 
highly recommend you read it.  www.motorcycle.com:80/events/2008-bike -week-wrapup-76692.html  
  
 Mr. Knupp writes about the worry exposed by OEM industry reps after seeing a smaller 
Daytona crowd this year.  The reasons for pessimism for the industry are many such as a poorer 



economy, rising gas prices, less retail sales, more inventory, a loss of political clout, and the AMA in 
disarray.   
  
 Unfortunately, there is the strong perception that new motorcycles are nothing more than high 
priced toys used for entertainment and not for transportation.  After years of advertising expensive 
chrome and lifestyle rather than practicality, do people really need to buy motorcycles in a poor 
economy?  Also, after years of the industry promoting loud pipes, bad boy images of leather and 
tattoos, and super-bike speeds on the highway the huge non-motorcycle-owning public has little 
empathy for motorcycle rights these days.   Safety statistics are nothing to be proud of.  A positive 
future for the motorcycle industry and sport is becoming more uncertain these days. 
  
 EXCEPTION!   In the opinion of the journalist there is a certain German company that seems 
to be doing things right.   Below are a few paragraphs from the article.  Could the words hi-viz, flip-up, 
adventure, aluminum bags, GPS, and GS be in your (my) future and the future of the masses?  Read 
below how the Springfield Milers could lead the industry out of the doldrums.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the article: 

“If the industry is waiting for the next-big thing to replace the chopper phenomenon, Bike Week didn’t 
provide any clear answer. The press has kicked around a lot of ideas, from custom sport bikes or 
stunter replicas, from baggers to trikes. Harleys will never be replaced by another brand at American 
motorcycle rallies, but what better place to judge the up-and-comers, the next trend in the industry, 
and the potential savior of American motorcycling. 

At this year’s Daytona Bike Week, hope comes from, of all places, Germany. 

BMW’s GS boxer Twin, it seems, may be the new chopper. And why not? It’s an expensive model off 
the showroom floor. There are plenty of pricey bits available, a titanium so-and-so guard, a 
combination GPS/radar detector/cup holder mount, to keep owners coming back to the parts counter. 
Like cruisers, adventure riding even has its own outfit (I’ve never seen so many hi-viz yellow 
Aerostitch jackets or flip-front helmets before). The same doctors and lawyers who prowled the streets 
of Daytona on Deuces and Fatboys now congregate in groups mounted on aluminum-bagged 
adventure bikes.  



 

 

 

 

 

I hate to see any type of motorcycling co-opted into a 
fashion trend, but if I had to choose, I can’t think of another type of motorcycle that I’d rather have it 
happen to. Adventure bikes are arguably the best motorcycles out there. From long-distance touring 
to heading to the grocery store, from daily commuting to fire-road riding, these bikes do it all. If 
adventure bikes become the next big trend, maybe more riders will find out how practical motorcycles 
can be. Maybe they’ll ride more. Maybe they’ll leave the trailer at home and just take the bike. Even 
the television reality shows that have been our downfall can be our revival, with Ewan MacGregor’s 
Long Way travelogues replacing the bike-building shows and convincing people that motorcycles can 
actually be used to go places and that motorcycle riders can be intelligent, considerate and thoughtful 
human beings.  

BMW may be the example that the rest of the industry should look to. They’re a company that has 
realized that they have to break out of their narrow, traditional market, offending some die-hard fans, 
but bringing some new blood into the brand. They’ve chosen to introduce radically new models in the 
face of a slumping market. They’ve thrown their machines into serious racing competitions as a way 
to advertise them and they’ve built a product line that is based on qualities like dependability, 
practicality, technology, safety and environmental friendliness. The GS model headlines this approach 
in a very successful way. It’s not only the best selling BMW in the U.S., it accounts for one-third of the 
company’s two-wheeled production of a company whose sales worldwide were up in 2007. 

Bike Week seems to sum up all of the problems facing the motorcycling community. Are we more 
concerned about value or superficiality, safety or attitude, public opinion or how much noise our 
engine makes? What’s more important, what’s going on in the racetrack pits or what’s going on in the 
coleslaw pits? At the same time, it seems to provide some of the answers.” 

Jim Struebing, Wantabee. 

     
Get a GS & Take your house on the Road – Photo: editor      And piss off on coming traffic with 10,000 watt lights       Photo: Editor 



I HAVE RIDDEN MY MOTORCYCLE TO WORK TODAY BECAUSE: 
�� Riding to work is fun 
�� Riding to work reduces traffic and parking congesti on 
�� Riding to work uses less fuel than an automobile 
�� Riding to work leaves me alert and energized 
�� Riding to work results in less pollution than commu ting in a larger vehicle 
�� Riding to work is less destructive to road surfaces , bridges, ect. 
�� Riding to work gets me to work (and back home) fast er 
�� Riding to work demonstrates motorcycling as a socia l good 

 
www.ridetowork.org  - Ride to work day is the third Wednesday in July 
 
 
 

   
Café BMW Mod vs. Rockers 2007                   pho to: Editor        Vespa Side Hack                             photo: Editor 
 

               
Brit bikes galore! Mods vs. Rockers 2007           photo: Editor        One of the coolest bars in Chi-Town      photo: Editor 

  
DUES ARE NOW PAST DUE  
  
As of this newsletter we only STILL have 18  unpaid Milers.  The Miler officers are granting 
a grace period for those who just haven't gotten around to coughing up the twenty-five bucks.  
 
As we have in years past we are listing the Milers who have not paid their dues.  
 



Phong Bouavong           Reggie Britton           E ric Campbell             Dennis Corvin-Blackburn     
 Mark Degler                  Pat Duzan                  George Embry            Marc Gonzalez              Chris Hahn                    
Dick High                   Laura Himebaugh       T om Hosteny                 Paul LaBonte                Angel Martinez           
Jim McCulloch           Bob O’Neal                  Mark Younker              Joe Zock         
 
 
Please either bring your dues to the April meeting or send it to Jim Struebing or Ray White 
before the April meeting date. Whichever you do, please include the Membership Information 
Form below with your dues payment and don’t forget to circle either E-MAIL or SNAIL MAIL. 
If you have no changes please just put your name and the words “No Changes” on the form. 
This is the last plea for dues you will receive. Stay with us for the friendship, the rides, and all 
of the great things the activity committee has planned for the 2008-riding season.  
 
     Jim Struebing                         Ray Whit e 
      100 So. Page St. Box 74                            233 Hawkeye Way 
     New Holland, IL 62671                             Springfield, IL 62707      
 
 

    
Cooper and HP-2  Daytona                                                       Boxer Power Daytona 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Springfield Milers 
C/o Hellar Armbruster 
8600 Old Route 66 South  
Springfield, Illinois 62712 
armbruster@springnet1.com 
217-483-2463  
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